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Washington, DC -- Today, US Transportation Secretary Rodney Slater                met with Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District), Governor Paul                Cellucci and the entire Massachusetts delegation to brief them on                the just released Task Force Report on the Big Dig. Immediately                after the 2 hour meeting concluded, Governor Cellucci made a call                to Massachusetts Turnpike Authority chief James Kerasiotes and asked                for his resignation.

"This is the first step in helping to restore confidence and credibility,"                Olver said referring to Cellucci's decision to ask Kerasiotes to                step down from management of the Big Dig. 

"Secretary Slater and the Federal Task Force have done an excellent                job in providing a comprehensive, independent and critical analysis                of the facts, and I support their recommendations," Olver said.              

The Task Force summarized its 34 recommendations by stating that                the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) must move beyond the failed                federal/state partnership, which the state betrayed by withholding                information on cost overruns. The FHWA has replaced its top project                manager in Boston, Peter Markle, and the Task Force recommended                that the Governor also seek changes in the state's management of                the project, including personnel and procedure. (2 -page press release                from US Department of Transportation is attached.) 

During the meeting, Olver pressed the Secretary and the Governor                to adhere to adequate funding for the statewide road and bridge                program. Olver said, "The Secretary of Transportation must keep                his commitment to use his authority to protect funds for projects                outside the Big Dig." Olver urged the Governor to work with FHWA                and the Massachusetts delegation to develop a consensus on a definition                of a balanced statewide program. 

"The Governor talks about a $600 million dollar statewide program,                but that is on paper, and our local communities are not seeing the                funding," Olver said. "That is why the 71/29 agreement must be enforced."

Currently, the state and federal government are under the agreement                that 71 percent of annual federal transportation funds go to the                Central Artery and 29 percent must be used for the statewide road                and bridge program. 
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